-@01 


Un 


| HU. S. Department of Justice 


| 


(MATERIAL MU'ST NOT 6E REMOVED FROM OR ADDED TO THIS 
t ce 


E-8 ]I t-OH-881 


| 


pG-1S STetdas | 


Hi 


7 F EDE] AL ammiond 


“| g uotgaag |. 


USE CARE IN HANDLING THIS 


Transfer-Call 42) 
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a i ‘Senora Bureau of rimaleer$ 
“ATR. MAIL 5 


" SPECIAL DELIVERY Uhiten States i Department uf ‘Dustice | — my Oy 
A ' Chicago, Illinais . | 


di 


fro. . Rye 7 Z o — a | December. 1, 1942 


me ee 


‘Director 
. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ween De Co 


ATTENTION s TECHNICAL ‘LABORATORY 


“es Somce wow MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA, aka 
' “Ethbpian Peace Movement eae rel et 
'MITTI MAUD LENA GORDON, was et al_ : : 
INTERNAL SECURITY - J . : a 
> SEDITION _ 


Der Sire papa OEORDINGT 


= Reference is: made to the caboisbay: report dated November. 24, 1942, 
Bureau file number 100-124410 in the above entitled case. In this report_it aa 
- 4s set forth that the examination conducted of specimens Q=-13 ‘through Q-17 aie 
; ettecta that the same. typewriter was used in these specimenso 


fa . The patatense laboratory report con¢ludes that the original 
euedence is being reta ined " in _the files of/the laboratory . a eee \ 


- Inasmuch as instant. case is s sheduled. for trial in Chicago hace een, 

- 8, 1942, - ‘dt will be necessary to have this evidence available. It is peqiseied™ <I 

; “ _therefore that the original of specimens Q-13. through Q-17 be immediately ‘ | 

eee “forwarded to this office. The United States Attorney has expressed the | 

' Opinion that a labora tory technician may be used as a witness in. 1 instant — 
“CaSCo : 


‘OPIES: pestRovED/-7 
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - 
“THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO, ; ILLINOIS . | ; FILE NO. 100-6668 


REPOR'C MADE AT 


\ 


‘MUAMI, PLORIDA 
| rms PEACE NOVELEN? OF BTIIGPIA; 
FLORIDA CHAPTER; 


; . 2 N ; : enone . ; : ‘ , 
(oe \ > Ne > 


bs ne 
DATE WHEN MADE - 


12-53-42 


PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE : 


9,20, 21,22 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


WILLIAM ASHLEY FEROERSON, with aliases, INTSHNAL SZOURITY ~ J 
_Ualldan A. Pergersen, 


Willian 4, Ferguson, SSDITIG) 


A. Fergeson 


ev Nomeseeencrs: WILLIAH ASHLEY FEROERSON, leader of subject. 


. Organisation in State of Plorida; meabership 
- Gard of FERCGERSON and thirteen letters fron 


with sabject organi- 
sation directed by 4. HM. L. GCRDON ‘according 

to. statement cf PERGERSON. Funds sent by PER- 
GERSGH to U. M. L. GORDOH do not execced the sun 

of $1.00 although he has been working with MW. H. 

»o GORDG in subject orgenization since 1936. 
WILLIAM 4. FERQERSON's oigned statement admits P 
.,, Feading to a church congregation a’ iettor. received. 


ie 
vis 


“| APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


FY 
r= 
i Bg 
: rs) 


. ron H. Bs L. GORDON dn mhdch it do stated that 
- the Black people will bo fres when the thite man - 
-hag finished canmitting suicide and that the 
_ black people should be Kept together at this tino.- 


hes -P = 


| BOPERSNCE: © Roport of Special. agent RIGIARD 0. ASTBLL, Chicago, Illinois, . | 
ae ae eae a 


‘Gated Septenber 16, 19423 letter fren the fhicage Fiol 


Division dated Ostober 29, 1925 letter from the Chicago 


Field Divioion ‘dated Novenbor 23, 1942. . 


St... On Noveaber 19, 1942, the writer, :together with Confidential 
Infornant 1-2, visited the prémisos of WILLIAN A. FERQERSON, R.P.D. fl 


SPECIAL AGENT : = 
IN ‘CHARGE . DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


z HO \~ 


ao | 
Ae Cpeago) (AugD) 


( 
iN br dn : 


U. 8,. GOVERNMENT FRINTING OFFIDE 72034 
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‘battle of the Pacific sould be watched and the 


100-6668 


ae 
Ve 


‘Palatka, Florida, at which time it was ascertained that WILLIAM A. FER~ 
GERSON was not at home; however, his wife, LIZZIEAFERGERSON » was inter~ 
. viewed concerning the whereabouts of her husband ‘and during the inter- 
view she turned over to Confidential Informant T-l thirteen letters 


‘which had been received fron M. M. Le GORDON, of Chicago, by WILLIAM A. 


. FERGERSON, Palatka, Florida. Mrs. FERGERSON also advised that subject 
Was & menber of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and that she, herself, 
“had joined this organization at her husband's request. She also advised 
- that the organization extended membership to all negroes without charge, 
‘and that its purpose was to provide for the return to Africa such members 
_ of the negro race as desire to settle theres 


WILLIAM A. FERGERSON was interviewed by the writer on 
November 20, 1942 at which time the letters obtained by Confidential 
‘Informant T=l were returned to FERGERSON by Informant and, after being 
_-interviewed, WILLIAM A. FERGERSON furnished to the writer thirteen letters | 
which he had received from M. M. Le GORDON in Chicago. FERGERSON also 


tarned over to the writer at the same time the roll book of the Peace 


‘Movement of Ethiopia which purported to contain the names of all members 
- of the local chapter of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. 


‘The thirteen letters turned over to the writer by WILLIM | 


A. FERGERSON are all addressed to him at Palatka, Florida and they are 
dated at Chicago, Illinois as follows: 


December 16, 1939 
March 2, 1940 
March 30, 1940 


) October 1, 1940 


duly 16, 1940 

June 16, 1942 

June 23, 1942 

July 3, 1942 

July 20, 1942 — 

July 29, 1942 . 

August 7, 1942 

August 28, 1942 

November 7, 1942 oo 


- These letters have all been marked for identif icatacn ‘es 
the writer's placing his initials on the back of each savelpre and on, the 
back of each melee mobtere , 
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Subject advised that he had received approximately one — 
letter & month since 1936 from M. M. L. GORDON in Chicage and that he, 
in turn, wrote to her @pproximately one each month but that he had dds- 
troyed most of the letters which he had received and that the only letters 


in his possession were the thirteen that he turned over to the writer. \—_ 


The following is a receipt obtained from WILLIAM A. FERGERSON 
under date of November 19, 1942 which is herein set out. The original is 
being reteined in the files of the Miemi Field Division: 


"Palstke, Florida 
November 19, 1942 


I, Williem A. Fergergon give.15 letters which were received by me from 

M. M. L. Gordon to William A. Godfrey, Special Agent of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and he may use them in any manner he desires. I also 
give to Wiliiam A. Godfrey the Role Book of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
as well as a printed speech of Hon. Theodore G. Bilbo, The letters and 
the book and speech given my me to William A. Godfrey bear the mark WAGo 
on the back. When William A. Godfrey has no further use for the above 
material he may return it to me or destroy it. 


/3f/ WILLIAM A. FERGERSON 


Witne gs: 


R. C. BRYAN 
WILLIAM A, GODFREY, Special Agent, F.B.I." — —_ 
| There are herein set out the ‘eontents of the letters received 
by WILLIAM A, FERGERSON from M. M. L. GORDON in Chicago and furnished to the 
writer by FERGERSON; 
"4451 S. State’ Ste 
Chicago, Dlinois 
December 17, 1939 


Mre weal Fergerson 
Route 1—-Box 151 
Palatka, Florida. 
My dear Mr. Fergerson:~ 
‘I am in receipt of your letter of December 11, 1939. , 
We are so happy to have received your last letter and report 


for the year of 1939, which was very encouraginge I am glad to break ~ 
this good news to you; our suffering will soon be over, 1940 will 


3 
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bring a great change in this old world of ours. Yet the secret 


~ 


of what 1940 holds for us is still with God. 


- I believe all men will awaken some to open shame and some 
to eternal life, We-will no longer sniggled at as infidels and 


ignoramuses; for the hand of God will be plainly shown to everybody. 


' Keep yp the good work. 
Yours for the freedom of the race, 


/sf Mesa Me Me Le Go : 
(irs. M. M. L. Gordon, President —--—-) 


% HH HR 


MMLG / ree" 


"4451 Soo State St. 
Mareh 2, 1940 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Ur, Wine Ao Fergerson 

Route 1 Box 151. 

Palatka, Florida 

Dear Mr. Fergerson te _ 


Your letter of February 27, '40 is at hand. 
We thank you for your report for this month. We are doing our 
best to get this bill to the floor for consideration this year; 
but, so far I have no information from the Senator as to mie tisk 
it can be gone: or note 


As soon as I get the inrenadedias ZI shall con-. 
vey it to you. 


Please continue to do ahat you can in getting 
the sa to join us. : 


Yours for the freedom of the race, 


/a/ MoM ORDON 
_ Mrs. Mo aI, Le Gordon, Executive Pres. 


MLG /rw 


Hteeke Hee eH 


whe 
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"4451 S. State Ste 
Chicago, Dilinois 
March 30, 1940 


Mr. William Ae Fergerson . 
Route ]-—--Box 151 : 
Palatka, Florida 


Dear Mr. Fergerson: 


Your letter of March 25th 1940 was received 
and we highly appreciate your report as usual. 


I just received a communication from the 
Senator this week, stating that because of the war and the 
presidential election, cur bill will not come out this year. 
Politicians will refuse to saanil while they are seeking 
re-election. 


We regret that we have to wait another year, 
but our bill isa in the hands of the Government and we cannot 
rush them, 


, So let us continue to work and look forward 
to consideration in early 1941. 


Yours for the freedom of the race, 
/o/ Ms Me Le GORDON, | | 
Mrs. M. M. Le Gordon, Executive President 
MMLG re" 7 | | a 
. : HH 


t4451] S. State Street 
Chicago, Dlinois 
July.16, 1940 


Mr, Wine A. Fergerson 
Rte 1, Box 151 
Palatka, Florida 


Dear Mr. Fergerson: 


We hereby acknowledge the receipt of your most excellent 
letter of July 12 pointing our the serious conditions existing 
in Florida among our race, also their inability to see and to 
think for themselves. That is indeed a pitiful situation, but 
we can't help it. They have been in slavery for more than four 


centuries and mislead by their enemies, both black and white, so 


i | ae See 
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‘they are to be pitied rather than abused. Nevertheless they 


shall all awaken; some to eternal life, some to open shame, as 
quoted in the word of God. When they find thenselves in the midst 
of this terrible war when every nation will be fighting to save 
their own lives this will force our race together, for everybody 
shall try. to kill him. He will be forced to fight to save his 
life as well as the rest of the nations. 


Whereas, if he would organize now, he would be able to save 
himself without so mech trouble and death. But when ignorance has 
so strongly overshadowed them we are compelled to leave them alone 
and get on for ourselves. However, don't give up because of this, 
you shall not be disappointed when the time come they will be 
running to you for information. Be ready to give it to them be~ 
cause it shall truly come. 


I always enjoy a ‘letter. from you, pointing out the serious 
conditions of our race there. I shall give this information to 


‘the government. Let me hear from you again. 


| Sincerely yours, 


/s/ Me Ms lee GORDON 
‘ Mrse M. Me Te Gordon, 
MMLG:sEL® = President 


Hoe HR He He a ee 


"4451 Soo State Street ; 
Chicago, Tlinois . 
October 1, 1940 


. Mreo Wine A. Fergerson 


Rte 1, Box 151 
Palatka, Florida 


Dear Mr. Fergerson: 


We hereby acknowledge your letter of September 23. I am glad 
to know that you are keeping up with the latest world's eventso 


You can see for yourself that we are headed for the rocks. 

We do not Imow what day we will be plunged into war. But war will 
not last. very long, and when it is over we will be free to do what 
we wishe There will be no slave bosses ruling black folks after 
this war is over; black folks will be free all over the world. 
Those who stand for nationhood will be blessed. eR 


oe 
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So stick to your trust. The war is a Godsend blessing to 
save black folks, If the war does not come we shall economically 
starve to death and will be exterminated from the earth. 


Therefore let ue‘ thank God for this world's. war. It is true 
we have no right to fight for anything unless we are fighting for 
our own rights. This information I have conveyed to the United 
States government already. - 

Hope to hear from you from time tc time. 

‘Sincerely yours, 
/s/ M. Me. Le G 
Mrs, Me Me Le Gordon, Pres. 
MMLG :EHLT" . “ 
—e ter erT TS 
"4451 S. State St. 
. . June 16, 1942 
Mr. William A. Ferguson | 
R. 1. Box 272 
Palatka, Fla. 
My dear Pres. Ferguson: 


Your report for April and May were received and highly 
appreciated by the Executive council. We find no fault in you 
for skipping the Month of April. It is perfectly alright. 


We appreciate you so mich for remaining.at your post in 


- order that the state of Florida be represented when the roll 


is called, Please remain at your post that you can be referred 
to when the time comes, I am glad you interviewed the African 
that you referred to and the information you received encouraging. 
The delay in ay writing you is due to the fact that we have been 
in a great battle against the oppositionists. We won the fight, 
end are still carrying on in a big way. Be of good courage. The 


time is short. 
Keep the faith and your ear to the ground. 
. Sincerely yours, 


/s/ Me M. Le GORDON 


“MIG /mb" M. M. Le Gordon 


He Ht HR He He a 


a7 


SO 
_ v +h 


Baten eter oh poy a eet 
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"4451 S. State St. 
. July 3, 1942 


Mr. Wo Ae Fergerson | 
Ro 1, Bax 272. 
; Palatka, Flae 


- My dear Pres, Fergerson 2 


We are acknowledging the receipt of your report of June 22, 
19420 ; 


We are happy to note that you are still at your post and 
_ Aintend to stay. I am very glad that you sent in your report at 
this ¢ime because the meeting of Council is tonight. This is . 
' highly appreciated, 


The work is going on fine here and we hope the spirit of 
your members is as strong as yours, because strong members helps 
us to go one 


Sincerely yours, 


/8/ Me Me. Le GORDON 
a M. Me Lo Gordon 
MIG/mo" 
a ee 
"July 20, 1942 
Mr. Wine A. Ferguson | | 


: Rol, Box 272, 
Palatka, Flac 


“Dear Mr. Fergusen: 


The Peace Movement of Ethicpia is holding a convention here 
that will close on July 26 and if it is possible for you to attend 
on that last night we will be so grateful to have you. 


Oat of this convention we are going to send a telegram to this 
nation asking for the freedom of our people and repatriation now. 
If it im't practical for you to attend personally, please. send a 
telegram endorsing this appeal which we will convey to Washington 
along with ours, If you send a telegram, direct it here no later 
than 4 o'clock Sunday afternoon in order that I may use it in the. 
Sunday night meeting and that it might represent the state of 
Florida. 
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Let your telegram read thus: ‘fie the menbers of the Peace 
Movenent of Ethiopia from the state of Florida sincerely co-oper~ 
ate with all the rest of the states in the union that request the 


President of the United States to please set free all black slaves 
of America and repatriate them to their fatherland, Africa." 


Wm. A. Ferguson. 


| Your telegram may consist of fewer words to keep the cost 
_ down but be sure to make it clear that you agree with our appeal. 


Sincerely yours, 


| /s/ M._M. Le GORDON 
MIG/mo" M. M. Le Gordon, Ex. Preso 


KHER HH HHH 
"4451 So State St. 
June 23,.1942 


Mr, William A. Ferguson 
Ro 1; Bon 273 
Palatka, Fla. 


My dear Mr'e Ferguson : 


We are sorry to mow that we had neglected sending your 
credentials. We hope you will excuse our oversight. You will 
find them enclosed in this letter. 


Sincerely yours, 


/s/ M, Ms Le GORDON 
M. Me Le Gordon 


"Chicago, DLlinois 
4451 Soo State St. 
February 13, 1942 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 3 | 
‘This ds to certify that the bearer, Mr. WILLIAM A. FERGUSON 
is duly authorised by the Executive Council of THE PEACE MOVEMENT 
OF ETHIOPIA to. represent and protect the interests of THE PEACE 


MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA, in every city and state where individuals 
of African descent may reside; to establish Locals wherever he 


Ju 
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may deen it advisable, and to give proper information concerning 
THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA. 


for which we thank you. 


/of MeMe Le GORDON 
- Myso Me Me. Le Gordon, Pres. 


/s/ 7GEARRING 

bar iD Holliday, Secretary 
Hull and Void after February 14,1943 . 

MML/mon 


Kindly extend to him the proper courtesies and comop eration, 


HRHHHRHEHRE HHH 


"4451 S. State St. 


Chicago, Tl. 
.Suly 29, 1942 
Mr, Wm. Ferguson 
R. 1, Box 272. 
Palatka, Fla. 


= & 


, Dear Mr. Ferguson: 


We thank you for the telegram sent to our convention July 26. 
It came in on time for the meeting for Sunday night. It played a 
great part in putting over the work we had in view, Four states 
were represented by telegram. This gave us 28 states represented 
din the convention. 


You will find enclosed a copy of the telegran sent to President 
Roosevelt, Senator Bilbo, and Col. Cox from the convention, and as - 
soon as a reply is made, if any, you will receive the infomation, 

We highly appreciate you and your local. for your cooperation 
ig this convention. Keep up the good work in that state. Your 
telegram put the state of Florida over on the night of the 26th. 

. Sincerely yours, | 
/s/ Ms Me Le GORDON 
Mo.M. L. Gordon : 


‘S ‘fhe following is an enclosure contained in the above letter: 


a 2. le 
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MCONVENTION OF THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIGPIA ~ 

‘SUBJECTS UNDER DISCUSSION | | 
1. CANN THE BLACK MAN. BE MADE COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT IN THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT? j ot pe. 


! 


2 WHAT STEPS COULD BE TAKEN 10 BRING ABOUT A PERMANENT 
SOLUTION FOR THE RACE PROBLEM IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? 

3. SHOULD THE MATTER BE DELAYED, OR SHOULD THE. BLACK MAN 
ACT NOW? | ee j 


= 4o IF HE UNITED NATIONS LOSS THE WAR, WHAT ABOUT THE 


BLACK MAN'S FUTURE IN THE U.S.? 
5. CAN COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE FOR THE BLACK MAN EDUCATIONALLY, 
ECONOMICALLY AND POLITICALLY BE OBTAINED THROUGH SEPARATION AND 
REPATRIATION? | : | | | 
6. WHY SHOULD THE BLACK MAN CHOOSE AFRICA AS HIS DESTINATION?® 
Following is the copy of the telegram referred to in the _ 


: above letter: 


"256 EB. 47th | St. 


Chicago, Tl. 
- s July 26, 1942 
Col. 2.3 
92, E. Main Sto 
‘Richmond, Va. 
Dear Cole Cont : 


We the officers and members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
meeting in Convention in the city of Chicago, Sunday July 26, 1942 
at 256 E. 47th St., with 28 states represented herein, do hereby 
demand from the President and Congress that we be repatriated to 
Liberia, West Coast Africa now. 


As we have served our time in slavery and there is no further 
need of us, we desire to call your attention to a Memorial sent to 
you by the Peace Movement of Ethiopia November 15 » 1933. Now the 
Movement has upward of 4 million people. eet 
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. asking this benign, provident and fair-minded government to give 
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opts 


Q , : 
Coming fron the floor of this convention a unanimous vote 


immediate consideration to our demands,. 


Whereas jJustice.cannot be obtained for black people in this 
country, four centuries have proven this, Because of these facts, 
we damand (1) that black alavea be given complete freedom now, 

(2) that we be repatriated to Africa now, 3) that brutal murder 
be stopped now. (4) We demand that we be permitted to go where we 


- can develop our own schools, institutions, ' peace teh and national 


affairs which can only be accomplished in Africa. (5) We demand 

that amalgamation of these two races be stopped now. (6) We demand 
that our Bill now pending in the U.S. Senate be given some consideration 
DCH e . 


We have here no horrified or foolish preaching about the evils _ 
of violence. (See our Memorial) The issue that faces us today is | 


the fight against starvation, the massea with the right og self= 


determination in ‘the fight for repatriation. 

Carrying out these demands will solve the race problen in this = 
country and set free the helpless and ostracized people. This we 
believe, will bring peace to this nation. e4 

We anxiously await your reply. 

THE PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA 


Headquarters, 4451S. State St. 
Chicago, T11," 


HBR HH eH 


"4451 S. State St. 


Chicago, Ill. 

Auge 7,.1942 sti ! 
Mr. Wme A. Fergerson . 
R. 1, Bax 272 
Palatka, Fla. 


Dear Mr. Fergerson: . : | 


We received your letter of July 27. We highly appreciate your 
sending the report in time for the meeting of the coucil. . 


It is encouraging to know that you are still trying to wake 
sleeping people. We hope you can get some of the people to wake 
up and work with you. 
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MG sEHTD a Pres. 


Our convention was a great success. We received a reply to 
our telegram from Col. Cox. He was very enthusiastic over the move 
we made in sending the telegram to Washington, and sent his best 
wishes. Quoting from his\letter, 'I am proud of the P.MSO.E. This 
great work will succeed, . Do : a 


- Hoping for success, we are, 
. Sincerely yours, 
/e/ Mz M.L. GORDON _ . 
Ko M. Le Gordon . 
MLG/mo" . 


HURRAH HE KH HK 


"4451S. State Street 
. . Chicago, Dlinois 
August 28,:1942 . 


Mr, Wmo Ao Fergerson 
Re. Fo De 1, Box 272 


. Palatka, Fla. 


Dear Mr. Fergerson: 


We are in receipt of your letter of August 17th bringing 
in your report for the month, for which we are very grateful 
to you. . . , ; 

We received a reply from Senator Bilbo concerning our 
telegram. He spoke very encouraging about it.. We also heard 
from Col. Cox who said the matter would come up before a con~ 
ference in the very near future. But they know that white people 
in this country are afraid because they are fighting a losing war, 


and it will take sometime before the matter reaches its culmination. 


We highly appreciate the courage and interest shown by you to 
continue to keep the work up in the State of Fla. So keep in. touch 
with us from time to tims. , 


Sincerely yours, 


/s/ Me Me Le GORDON __ 
‘ Mrs. Me. MM. Le Gordon, 


HOR 


t 
= 
Aad 
iT 
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| — | "4451 South State St. 
Chicago, TDlinois 
November 7, 1942 
Mr, William A. Fergerson ; 
Route 1 ——— Box 272 ; 
Palatka, Florida | 
My dear Mr. Fergerson: 
: We are Sai yours | ‘of Sept, 28th — 
algo yours of Oct. 19th. We are very glad to hear from you 
and regret that we have been unable to write you before now. 
But we have been involved in a controversy 
and have been since Sept. 2th. 
7 But God is good and will take care of those 
who believe, Keep the faith and courage and soon our work will 
be over, 
Yours for the freedom of the race, 
/3/ M. M. Le GORDON 
Mrso M. Ms Lo Gordon, Executive Pres, 
MMIG/rig" 
a Se ee 
All of the above letters were written on the letterhead of 
The Peace Movement Of ene upon which the following names appear: 
Executive President, ‘BOARD: OF-DIRECTORS : 
M. M. L. GORDON, - 
4451 S, State St. We HoERRINEATHER Chr. 
ee , 3. E.AHART af 
Secretary mr I P.XJOHNSON . 
E. HOLLIDAY. ; as D.AJUNNIOR 
HVHUNT . 
Ist_Assistant President General, CELIA J arte 
| JS" ROCKMORE © _  JAMES*GOODLETT 
pe. i GO¥CALVIN. | 
ad Assistant President Generel, wee. _ M. M. ‘Le..GORDON 
_-Hy\ BROWN ee E. HOLIDAY 
a ' J. ROCKMORE | 
National 0 izer H. BROAN: 
MRS. Ce Je RELEN De J. LOGAN 
Chaplain, | 
D. Je LOGAN, BOO ee 
The above 13 18§56ys are being forwarded to the Chicago Field 
\ '. Division. ‘ 1: | 


a a eC Taal nd eal AST wel Sea EC ee es 
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It is to be noted that a photostatic copy of a letter 
dated January 21, 1941, addressed to WILLIAM A. FERGERSON, was furnished 
to the Miami Field Division, which was not in the possession of WILLIAM 
A, FERGERSON; however, the photostatic copy of the letter was exhibited | 
to WILLIAM A, FERGERSON at which time he acknowledged that he had received 
said letter. 


The following is a signed gtatement obtained from WILLIAM A. 


‘FERGERSON relative to the receipt of various letters from Madam GORDON end 


his connection and activities with subject organization. The original of 7 
this statement is being forwarded to the Chicago Field ‘Division along with - 
copies of this report: -_ en 


“pajatka, Florida 
November 25, 1942 


I, WILLIAM A, FERGERSON, of Hicksville, Palatka, Florida, do, 
of my own free will, make this statement to WILLIAM A. GODFREY, and JAMES 
P. DONOVAN who have told me that they are Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, I have been told that I do not have to make any 


- gtatement and that anything I say can be used against me. No one has: 


threatened me, and I have not been promised enything to get we to make this 
statement. . 


_ I was born at Whitehall, South Carolina on August 25, 16386, 

I lived in Georgia and Florida until 1916 when 1 moved to Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, I stayed in the North until 1932 living most of the time in 
New Jersey. I came back to Florids in 1951 and have lived here ever Since. | 


In the early part of 1936, I read an article in the Pittsburgh 
Courter, which told about a plan to return the Negro people to Africa, The 
story gave the name of M. M. L. GORDON and I wrote to her telling her tit 
I was interested in The Peace Movement of Ethiopia which the newspaper told 
about. I asked for information about the Movement and she wrote back and 
told me to get all the names that I could and send thom back to her. She 
also told me to keep a record of all the names I got. 


After I got this letter I went to work to get al] the names 
of colored people that I could and I wrote them ali down in & book which T 


have given to Special Agent GODFREY, All of the names in this book are 


members of the Peace Movement but I did not talk to all of the people whose 
names are written there. , 


About three months after I wrote to Mrs, GORDON the first 
time, she wrote to me and told me that I had been made the leader of the 


! 
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Peace Movement of Ethiopia, for the State of Florida, to keep up the good 
‘work of getting members, and that she would make me the President of the 
Movement in Florida. 


At about the same time Mrs, GORDON wrote me a letter in 
which she told me to sign two typewritten letters which she was sending me, 
and have someone else sign as Secretary, and then mai) one letter to Senator 
BILBO. and ,one to Senator PEPPER. I signed both letters as the President 
and J, signed each letter as Secretary. After the letters were 
signed, mailed them to the Senators ag Mra. GORDON had told mo to. J. W. 
HINES was appointed Secretary by me but that is all that he ever did, He 
left Paletka about three or four years ago, and the last time that I hear 
of him he was in Jacksonville, Florida. 


About three months efter I wrote to Mrs. GORDON She. wrote me 
@ letter in which she said that Members could have Membership Cards for ten 
cents and the Pin for five cents. She said that it was not necessary to 
have a card or & pin to be & member, and nobody had to pay any dues, All 
that @ colored person had to do to become &@ member of the Movement was: to 
give their name. In the membership book which I made I put down the names 


of. some colored people whom I did not see; usually these names were given © 


to me by some member of the family. After I got the people's names I sent 
them to M. M. L. GORDON at 4451 S. State Street, Chicago, I got my own 
membership card and pin about three or four months after I started sending 
in names; I sent in money for fur or five other members to get them cards 
and pins but I can’t remember who those members were. I think that I sent 
about one dollar to Mrs. GORDON to get these cards and pins, 


From the timo when I first wrote to Mrs. GORDON in 1936 I 


 yeceived a letter from her every month until two or three months ego. I 


sent her 4 report every month telling her what I was doing: from 1936 until 
this month November 1942. 


In all the work that I did for the Pesce Movement of Ethiopia, 
I took orders from MU. M. L.-GORDON; whatever she told me to do I did. In 
July of 1942 I got a letter from Mrs. GORDON in which she asked me to send 
a telegram to her so thet she could send it to the President of the United 
States, The letter was dated July 20, 1942 and I copied the telegram 4s 
she had it. written in her letter and sent it to her in Chicago. The telegram 
read as follows: ‘'We the members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia from the 
State of Florida sincerely cooperate with all the rest of the states in the 
union that request the President of the United States to please set free 
@11 black ‘slaves of America and repatriate them to pheer Fatherland, Africa. 


ares 
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In June of 1942, I received a letter from Mrs. GORDON which 


‘was dated June 23, 1942, and stated that she was sending me my credentials 


to represent and establish locals of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia any 
place that I wanted to. The credentials were signed by M. M. L. GORDON, 
President and ROSIE Li, GESRRING who signed over the name of _E.A.-HOLLIDAY, 
Secretary, I fave delivered these credentials to Special Agent GODFREY with 
the letter. which came with then. ; 


, : Most of the letters which I received from Mrs. GORDON I have 
destroyed, ‘apd those which I saved I have turned over to Special Agent . 
GODFREY, The dates on the letters which I gave to Mr. GODFREY 4re as follows: 
December 16, 1939; March 2, 1940; March 30, 1940; July 16, 1940; October 1, 
19490; June 16, 1942; July 3, 1942; July 20, 1942; June 25, 1942; July 29, 1942; 
August 7, 1942; August 28, 19425 November 2, 1942. There are thirteen letters 
in all end I have &lso given Special Peene GODFREY my. membershi p card and pin. 


After Senator BILBO's Bppoek in Washington I wrote to Mrs. 
GORDON and asked her what the Senator meant when he said that God made the 
white man but he didn't know who made the negro. Mrs. GORDON wrote back 


that I must remember that the Senator was speaking to white man; in tho 


letter she said, *We have to be careful what we say because letters often 
go astray. When we have to depend on the crocodile to cross the stream, we 
must pst him on the back until we get on the other side’. From her letter” 


I knew that when ehe spoke of the ‘crocodile’ she meant the este man. 


In another letter which Mires ‘GORDON wrote to me about three 
years ago, she told me to show the letter to the ‘police if they came to 
my house while we were holding a meeting. I had written to her asking what 
to do if an officer came and the letter which she said to show him said 
that President ROOSEVELT, Mrs. ROOSEVELT and 411 the high officials had 
investigated the Movement and saw that it was a free Movement and they 
had given ‘relief’ to hold a meeting. About the seme time she sent me a 
copy of the by-laws of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia but I have lost the 
book. Special Agent DONOVAN has read me parts of the Constitution of the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia. and those parts were the same as the by-laws Te 
received from Mrs. GORDON. : 


Mrs. GORDON alweys. gave me orders to do what she Swaubea done o 
In hor first letter she told me to call on all the colored people that I 
could and try to get their names as members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia; 
she @lso told me to go out and talk about the Movement and make speeches 
wherever I could. I spoke at the Mount Carmel Church at Toddsville in June 
or July of 1942, and at the Crosby Church on 18th Street, Palatka, and also 


at the Baptist Chureh in Shiloh. Every time that I spoke I either read 4 


ces 
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letter or two from Mrs. GORDON or had somebody read them for me. After 


‘the letters were read I would explain the Movement to the people and also 


the letters which Mrs GORDON had wes tbens 


I neaieaber receiving a letter from Mrs. GORDON in which she 
asked me to keep on working. I had written her saying tliat the people 
would not listen to me and that-I was going to quit. She wrote saying 
that tif the people in Paletka wont listen to you, go on farther down the 
road where, they will listen to you; don't give up the fight, bombs can do 
more with them than you can’, In another letter which she wrote to me sie 
said, ‘Watch the war when it gets in the Pacific’, but I didn't know 
exactly what she meant because we were not in war when I got the letter. 
She also wrote ms 4@ letter in which she said, ‘We have to fight for our 
rights, Gnd remember that no one is going to do anything for the black man. 
but the black man himself'. 


About three years ago Mrs. GORDON asked me to attend a 
convention of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia at Washington, D. C., but I 
Could not go because I didn't have any money. In her letter she said that 
she wanted me to came and represent the movement as & delegate from the 
State of Florida. After the Convention she wrote me a letter telling me 
what had happened at the convention and said that there were many delegates 
there from different parts of the country. j 


Under order which I got fram M. M. L. GORDON I tried to eet 
members for the Peéce Movement of Ethiopia in and around Palatka, Florida. 
I did this by talking to them in their homes, at the places where I was 
working ‘and by making speeches and reading letters from Mrs, GORDON in the 
Colored churches. When I first started working for Mrs. GORDON she told 
me to have meetings of the colored people and get their help in getting 
members for the Movement. I called a meeting to,be held at my house but 
the only person who came ba the moeoting was ibs ORFOLE who lives here 
in Palatka. Le 

Special Agents GODFREY and DONOVAN have shown me a picture 
of a copy of @ letter which I received from M. M. L. GORDON, I have read 
the copy and know that it is a true and correct copy of the original letter 
which I received, The letter is dated January 21, 194} and one of the 
paragraphs of it is a6 follows: 


‘Have no fear for the Africans. Before this war is over 
ected will be redeemed fram the hands of aliens and Her sons throughout 
the world will be repatriated oS their own lend. 


We are still working to carry out our sieeve: ‘yet, this 
damnable war has retarded our work to some extinct. We hardly know what — 


18s 
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will happen next. But. it does not matter whet takes place the black 


people of the world will be free when the white mon have finished committing 
suicide. The storm in the East is rising very fast which is vital to us. 
Please watch carefully the battle in the Pacific and advise your people to 
allow nothing to keep them apart at this time. When this battle comes to 
the Pacific it means @ complete end of the present order of things.* 


3 In June or July of this year I had the letter dated Jamary 
21, 1941 which I received fron M. M. L. GORDON read in the Mount Carmel 
Church at Toddgville. This letter and the one dated June 16, 1942 were 
read by CHOI S who lives in East Palatka and after she finished read- 
{ng them I explained what the letters meant. I knew that we were at war 
with Japan when this. letter was read, and I knew thet the statement in the 
letter about the Pacific battle meant the Japanese. I do not remember 
saying anything about the Japanese in explaining these letters to the people. 
I knew that the letters which I received from Mrs. GORDON about the white 
men committing suicide and about the wear in the Pacific were al) bad and 
I know that I was foolish to heve them read, because thoy were against my 


country. I didn't mean to do any ham to the United States and I thought 


that I was.just helping the colored min. I am just @ poor ignorant man and 
I have had no schooling, and I just did what Mrs. GORDON told me. 


I have read the above statement it is true and it is three 
pages. ? : 


WILLIAM A, FERGERSON 
Witnessed: | 


WILLIAM A. GODFREY, Special Agent F. B. I. 
JAMES P, DONOVAN, Special Agent F. Bo. I. "* 


There was also obtained from WILLIAM A. FERGERSON his member~ 
ship card in the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. This card is approximately © 
three by one and oneehalf inches; white paper with black print; the left. 
hand corner contains a printed Sphinx and the right hand corner 4 crescent 
star; in the center is printed, “One God -- One-Country -- One People, 
Membership Card'of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, To Return People of 
African Descent to their Motherland Africa.” The card is filled out as 
follows: ; 7 Poe, “5 

"Name: WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN 

Address: Palatka, Florida \ ; 
Ex-Pres.: M. M. L. GORDON Vice Pres.: J. ROCKMORE 
See'y Gen.: E. HOLLIDAY Local : 


uence 
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This membership card has been identified by the writer's 
placing his initiels on the back thereof and is being forwarded to the 
Chicago Field Division i with copies of this report. a 


‘A membership pin was obtained from WILLIAM A. FERGERSON, 
This pin bears the letters, "The Lion of Judah, King of Ethiopia". It 
bears @ picture in the center of a yellow and green flag with a lion in 
the center and 8 white and blue fleg on the right. This pin has been 
identified by the writer's placing his initials on the back thereof and 
is being forwarded to the Chicago Field Division along with copies of this 
report. : 


; .A brown, paper-bound Order Book, entitled in. ink, "Peace 

Movement of Ethiopia, Role. Book, W. M. A. FERGERSON, Palatka, Florida," 

dated April First, 1956,, was obtained from WILLIAM A, FERGERSON and is” 

identified on the back’ yeaa with initials of writer, This book purports 

to contain the names a6t (members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopie in the 

State of Florida, t /contains approximately one hundred names; however, 

investigation of ene names contained therein diseloses-that in many cases 

&@n individual would furfiish his name to FERGERSON signifying his desire 

to become affiliated with the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and at the same 

time the name of the prospective member along with the names of his wife. 

and children and(any relatives or friends living nearby would also be ~ 

' placed in the roll book. ‘Upon Yat erview, many of these. ind viduals hed 

no knowledge of /subject organization other than that they hed heard of its 
existence among the negro sogiety of Palatka. The following is a list a 
-“~ of names ag set out in the roll book: f ~, 


te "WILLTAM A, FERCERSON, Molder. . 
raare. ‘Iron,.or: Brass 
oe . LIZZIE_FERGERSON | 

; 4 MING WAY 

IN EVELANDXHEMMING WAY 

Te) 


. EDIES\\CALDEWELL 
He ces EDNA-MAY)CALDEWELL, Rt. 1, Box 151, Paletke, Fla. 
. Tauagyaete el 


IZANDER, 724 Main St., Paletka, Fla, 


im sah ara pebyk. Fireman 
' : Naeer HAcGIE: COPPOCK 
! 
1 
| 


eg 
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uaRcledsn.° 
ee ia, Rt) Box 71, Palatka, Fla, 
-IVIEXFULLOOD: 


LCOGAN » 
CORTE OGAN, e1z N. 11 Stes Palatka, Fle. , 


GRANPADUNHAM ee 


| pet fer Palatka, Fla. 


H. HAMERRICKS 
HATTIE}MERRI CKS 
SALLIE*MERRICKS, Rt. 1, Box ae Palatka, Fla. 
JAMESXBRITS / 

ETHERXBRLTS,,. ‘Palatka, Fle. 


omy JOHN WESTON, ipaletia, Fle, a 


JOEMATS) Mee ean 
ANNIE MIATS, Palatka, Flea. — 

HENNRY REDON, Palatka, Fila. 
CHARLEY/MOUNT , Paletia, Fla. 

IDAXHARREAY- 

LESSTEMHARREAY: 

BILLAHARREAY 

CUSMOREXHARREAY 
WILLIE ASREEMAN | ‘ 


. WILLYASIOR, 5017. NO. \11 St., Paletka, Fla. 
_ EDMONDYBELL, 1004 Olive, St., Palatka, Fle, 
MAGGIEAMOORE 
FANNIEMOORE---—--~ 
CARLINBHMOORE == 7 
ROBERTAMOORE,. ee 
HENRYYMOORES 
SING! BABY\MOORE 
CRETT$( MOORE 

oR, Hopkins, Fla. 
TOMMLORNCE, 819 No. 1) St., Palatka, Fla. 
CHARLIE AITTON, Palatka, Fla, 
MARI DAHA MITON 


- 


aap 
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oe 
Ne 
Neate arte aa 


= / 


LORDIA DUNHAM 
MARTHA DUNHAM, P. 0. Booklin, G.A. 
ALFORT, DUNHAM skilt labore 
HICKS MORE ; a 
HENRY MORE. 
JOKNEY MORE. 
TRADE) MAGIE MORE 
SHOLER, Hopkins | Fle, 
MILLER...’ 
BEN COPEIAND,,..Prded Measnenry 


H lewe ‘Bie-COPELAND , Rt. 1 Box 83 Palatka, Fle. 


CLERIAN HUGGER Bricklear nj 
“S\ ANNE HUGGER % 
"DARIUS BUGGER 


WILLIE, D.. HUGGER : Wee 


‘JAMES HUGGER, | 

CLOUTHER HUGGER + 

SADY BELL “HUGGER” 

ORETIE HUGGER, R 1, Box 83 Palatka Fla 

CHARLEY) JOBNSON= 

MILTIEMER JOHNSON 
_-MAREN.-J GHNSON(, 

MILES JOHNSON, 414 No 7 St Palatke Fle.” 

JAMES HAMPSHIRE‘ 

FREAHAMES ‘HAMPSHIRE 

ALAS LEB HAMPSHIRE 

FLORDIA MAY HAMPSHIRE, R 1, Box 63 Paletia Fle 

CARRIE KEENKELL 

WILBERLIN SMITH. 

THERESA CHARLIS, 708 No 10 St Palatka Fla 

FOREST PARNELL. 

ELONGLEN /PARNELL 

ANNIE, PARNELL © 

JOHNIE PARNELL 

“ODDESSA KKENKELL, 708 No 10 St Paletka Fle 


_ JOE KEENKELL | 
LENORD KEENKELL, 191¢ Daries St Jacksonville Fla 
_ LEROY GORDON ee 
ADDIE GORDON. _ ee 


. QUTIASNAY GORDON ae 
JESTINER GORDON | 
L. C.-GORDON. 
LEWIS GORDON ~ 
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/ . guamsay-\saunson 
mars Mother and Cittd 
rates 


LOUISE s-e----- | * 

KATHRINE\=<=ene~ - 7 

PAULENE Reecance. 7! is 

MILREGE: Jewerene:: UA ‘ ) 

NATHINEREZ 2-00, General delivres Palatka Fle 
EILA LANE, "1098 Louisana St Jacksonville Fla 

HORRIS YOUNG . : 

SEALER YOUNG, 

HOLISTER, Fle 

Ss. B. BATTLE : 

OLIS. BATTLE 

é VIOLE BATTLE 

: THELMA BATTLE: a 

MAGGIE BATTLE - = a gs 

SAEMON JUNA ‘BATTLE 

ROSA WILLIAMS, R1. Box 155 Palatka Fla 

JULIS EDDIMIS er, 

B. H.- BERTHA EDDIMIS i 

JUNER EDDIMIS, R il. Box ee Péletia Fla 

ALLEN ADAMS =“. . ee 


ROSELE ADAMS, Bostwick, Fla 

ROSA BOYD 

WESTLEY, ‘BOYD | 

WILLIE W. BOYD.“ ; 

MAMIE. WILLIAMS, Ft R be Box 166 Palatka Fla 


WILLEE-ADAMS—— So ee 
JOHN RICHARDSON o a 
RUTH. RICHARDSON |. 3 


DIE RICHARDSON 


PAUL RICHARDSON, R 1,.Box 18 Palatia Fle; 
WILLIAM EH, KEMP Riberter| =| ————7 


\ 


oe 


SEM reir e, Ase ect 
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LEORY KEMP 
WILLIE KENP © 
ALICE KEMP UD 
J. W. HINES Plumber 
| SARAH L. HINES 
IDA P. GIBSON 

| SYLVETER GIBSON 
. . JESSIE KEMP /RIBERTER 
ae ‘ ae SYLVETER KEMP, Rt. Box 152: Palatia Fle 

: ; ‘THOMAS WAXWELL Bricklayer 7 

FRANK HICKS, Palatka Fla; “ 
JANNIE KERKIN - these Apes 


eee 


“*HARVIE KERKIN, Palatka Fla 


{ . 

i ‘MAGGIE OLLIVER 

aa _ ANNIE OLLIVER, Palatka Fila 

; JOE WILLIAMS, 'Stillmore, /c. A, 

j __ ESTERSTELL ’ ‘FREMON, \SwaynsBoro, G. A, 
i AS Be SMITH) 

med, |< ANNIE SMITH © 


i A. B.- SMITH JR, 311 N. 9 Street Palatka Fle: 
f ESIA ARL Mort’ mixter = 
jA JANNIE ARL 
Pa DELIA RIVINS 
j \ SAMIA BLAIR, 923 Oak St Palatka Fla 
poh BEN. SURMON, Palatka ile 
, 4 i Oo KIRKLAND 
} ‘ BLANCH | o--/-.- ’ 
a ROTH wane n= =, 
_ EARTHER LEE qe--e--- 
f \ RICHDOON----+--- , 814 Olive St, Paletka Fie 
F i WILLIAM MACK . 
: A FOBART MACK 
F 4 NETTIE MACK 
oe ,. INEZE MACK‘ 
a 7 ! CEPHAS MACK. 
| HENRATTA MACK 
IRNE MACK, /1012 Read St Palatka Fla" 


The above mentipned roll book is being forwarded to the 
Chicago Field Division along with Copies of this report. 


eee 


CLIFF ORT KERKIN en ~. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
HENRY L. BEARDSLEY, JOSEPH A. LEHMAN and JACK H. BORDEN: 


ar PALATICA, ELORIDA: 


It is to be noted that all persons interviewed one the 
course of this investigation are colored, 


Subject WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN, when questioned as to the names 
appearing in his membership book, advised that comparatively few of these 
people had actually been contacted by him. He stated that he would contact 


_ one member of a family and explain the movement to him and obtain his per- 


mission to put his name dom as a member, He would also obtain from the 
person contacted the names of all of his family and friends and in some cases, 
the Subject even put down the names of children not yet born as members. He 
advised that the reason for doing this was that he wished to obtain a large 
number of names as members and that he figured the leaders of the movement 


listed as members, 


- would in no way know that he had not contacted all of the persons named and 


sameg(NORFORD, 1 Hicksville, advised that he had talked over 
the Peace Movement of Ethiopia with the Subject, FERGERSEN on numerous 
occasions and that he had advised FERGERSEN that he would support the move- 
ment and become a member. NORFORD stated, however, that he never obtained 
a@ membership card or pin. NORFORD advised that Subject FERGERSEN had read — 
him several letters concerning the movement which were signed by M. M. L. 
GORDON, one letter of which was dated June 16, 1942, signed by GORDON, and 
advised FERGERSEN "to be of good courage, etc. " NORFORD, however, refused 
to identify this letter and claimed that he had not, talked to the Subject 
concerning the movement within the past two years, 


The following signed statement was obtained from JAMES NORFORD: 


"Palatka Fla. 
November 24, 1942 


d, JAMES NOLFORD after having been advised by HENRY L. 
BEARDSLEY and JACK H. BORDEN » who have identified thenselves to me 
as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that I do 
not have to make any statement and that any statement I make may be 
used in Court, make the following free and voluntary statement. No 
threats or promises have been made to me. 


I live at 1609 Main Street, Palatka, Pla. and I have lived 


in Palatka for about 22 years. I have kmown WILLIAM FERGUSON for about 
the last five years. ; 


25 : \ 
~25- 
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About four years ago FERGUSON started to talking to me 
about a peace movement for the colored people. He told me this move-. 
ment was to organize the colored people. to go to Africa. He told me 
he was getting his information from a Mrs. M. M. L.:GORDON of Chicago. 
I ask FERGUSON if the government Imew about this and he said Mrs. GORDON 


told him the President knows about it and that she was going to send the 


names of all the members to the President. I told FERGUSON then that he 
could put ay name down as a members ; 


, After this, FERGUSON and I talked about this organization and 
one time, about 23 years ago, we were going to have a meeting of the 
members at FERGUSONS house. Only one other member and I got to this. 
meeting and I disremember who that man was. Since nobody was there, we 


didn't have no diseussion of the movement that mets 


About 2 years ago, FERGUSON read me a Letter which he said ie 
was from Mrs. M. M. L. GORDON. I can't remember all that was in the 
letter. Mr, BEARDSLEY has just read me a letter dated October 1, 1940 
‘and addressed to Mr, WILLIAM A. FERGUSON, Route 1, Box 151 Palatka, 


Fla. This letter is signed M. M. L. Pacts and it sounds like the letter 


FERGUSON read to me. 


About two and one half years ago I was talking to FERGUSON 
about the movement and he told me that the Japs were for the colored 


people. He said Germany and Italy had started to take a part of Africa - 


and that the Japs had stepped in and stopped them. He also said it. 
looked like the Japs were the only friends the colored people had, 
I cone know where FERGUSON got this information. 


I considered myself a nanber of this organization bat e never . 


did get a card or pin. 
This statement of 2 pages and four lines has been read to 
me by Mr. BEARDSIEY in the presence of Mr, BORDEN and all of it is true. 
I am signing my name to this as it is what I said. 
/s/ JAMES NORFORD 
ea ean eee 
Witnessed By: - | 


/s/ SKCK H. BORDEN 


, Special Agent F. B Ix. , = fe 


/s/ HENRY L. BEARDSLEY 
Special Agent, F.B.I." 


=2h— 


7 
‘ 
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PAULING: ‘HANKINS, Hicksville, advised that FERGERSEN had 


| talked with her about the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and it was her under= 
‘standing that the movement was started to organize all of the Negroes and 
obtain thelr passage back to Africa. PAULINE further advised that it was 


her understanding that if the Negroes refused to volunteer, organize and 
return to Africa, that the United States Government was going to force 
them to retum. PAULINE advised that she had become a member of this 
organization and that. she had obtained four membership cards, one for her~ 
self and one for each of her three children. A diligent search was made 


by PAULINE and the agents, with her permission, but the cards could not 
be located, 


PAULINE HANKINS further stated that in the event she found 


‘these cards she would turn them over to Special Agent GODFREY. She made 


the following signed statement : 


Palatka Fla. 
November 24, 1942 


I, PAULINE HANKINS, having been advised by JACK H. BORDEN and 
HENRY L. BEARDSLEY, identified to me as Special Agents of the Federal . 
Bureau of Investigation, that I do not have to make a statement, make 
the following free and voluntary statement. No threats or promises 
have been made to me and I Imow this statement can be used in Counts 


I have lived in Palatka since 1936 and my present addrégs 
is Hicksville, a part of Palatka. I have know WILLIAM FERGUSON 
almost ever since I came to Palatka. 


About 3 years ago WILLIAM FERGUSON came to my. house and 
started telling me about the Peace Movement of Ethopia. He told me 
that Senator BILBO was behind the movement and that Madam GORDON, a 
woman in Chicago was where he got his information. He told me he 
was trying to get members and wanted me to be a member. I told him 
he could send my name in as a member and I also told him; to send the 
names of 3 of my children. Their names are WILLIE Leal, 
KAMULL HANKINS and LOUISE HANKINS. FERGUSON didn't talk with them, 
‘Each of. us got a membership card. I have been shown a card by . 
Mr, BORDEN that is made out to WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN of Palatka, Fla., 
which states it is a membership card of "The Peace Movement of Ethiopia 
and is signed M. M. ‘Ls GORDON, Ex-Prese, J. ROCKMORE, Vice-Pres., and 


Bs HOLLIDAY, Secr-Gen This card is like the ones ay children and 
Igo 20to. 

( 

{ 
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FERGUSON talked with me about the peace movenmt several 
times and read me some letters from a Madam GORDON. I don't remember 
what was in the letters. He told me one time that Madam GORDON or 
Senator BILBO had said that if the colored people didn't agree to 
go back when the transportation was furnished that we would have to 
go later the best way we vie that the government was going to make 
us 800 


f am unable to find the four certienatip cards at this ey 


I have read this statement and signed ny name to both pages. 
It. is all true. 


/s/ PAULINE sips. 
Witnessed: | , 


/s/ JACK H. BORDEN 
Special Agent F.B.I. 


/e/ HENRY L. BEARDSLEY ~ 
Special Agent P.B.I.8 


GEORGE KIRKLAND advised that FERGERSEN had approached hin 
sceaeaiie his joining the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and at that timo he 
explained it to him as being a movement backed by the United States Govern— 
ment to organize the Negroes in order that they might return to Africa. 
KIRKLAND advised that he gave FERGERSEN permission to add his name as a 
member of this organization. 


The fdllowing is a signed statenent of enim: 


"Palatka, Fla. 
182442 


I, GEORGE KIRKLAND, make the following statement te Special 
Agents JACK H. BORDEN and HENRY L. BEARDSLEY, who I know to be Special 
Agents of the Federal Burem of Investigation, No threats or promises 
have been made to me to make this statement, and I know I do not have 
> make any statement. 


I live in Palatka, Pla., and I have known WILLIAM FERGUSON 
for about 7 years. About 5 years ago WILLIAM FERGUSON, told me that 

he was a member of the Peace Movenent of Ethopia, and that he was 
trying to get members to support this movement. FERGUSON told me 

that the movement was trying to get the colored race organized and 

try to get all of us to go back to Africa. He told me that all of our 
names were going to be sent to the President of the movement, M. M. L. 
GORDON in Chicago, and that she was going to send them to the President, 
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I told FERGUSON that I would become a member and support the move~ 
ment. I never purchased a card or a pin fron the movement, 


The above statement of 1 page has been read to me and it 
is a true. statement of the facts. No threats or promises have been 
made to me and I signed this statement of my own pate knowing 
that it may be used in court against ms, : 


/s/ GEORGE KIRKLAND a 


/e/ HENRY L. BEARDSLEY 
/sf JACK H. BORDEN 
‘Special Agents, F. BI" 


WILLIAM BUTLER, advised that he is a Deacon at the Mt. Carmel- 
Baptist Church in Toddsville, Florida, and stated that after he had delivered 
a sermon in his church, FERGERSEN got up and requested permission to have 
someone read some letters to the Congregation. BUTLER said that CHOICE JONES 
read two letters to the Congregation at FERGERSEN'S request, one of which . 
letters BUTLER identified as being identical witha letter addressed to 
WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN, dated January 21, 1941 and signed by M. M. L. GORDON. 
BUTLER could not identify the second letter which was read at that time, 


The tolteamne signed statement was given by WILL Iay BUTLER : 


"Palatka, Fla, “'/. / 
11-234 2/ ‘ 2) 


¥ 
I, WILLIAMMEUTLER, make the following ent to JACK 
H. BORDEN and HENRY L. BEARDSLEY, Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. I make the following statement of my own 
free will and no threats of promises of any aii have been made to 
Mo 
I have lived in Palatka, Fla., for. the past 17 years, and «| 
_ have know WILL FERGUSON for about 5 years. In the latter part of 
4: 1939, FERGUSON. stopped by my home and talked to me about joining some 
ES organization. of which he was head, and which conserned Africa, He —' 
p I told hin that 


/¥ told me if I bought a pin I would become a member. 
1% was not interested an the organization and he left. 

ea 

I have been a deacon of the Mount Carmel Freewill Baptist 

Church. in Toddsville for the last 5 years. About the first of July, 
1942, FERGUSON, who is not a member of my ‘church, came to one of our 
services, After the sermon FERGUSON stood up and said he had a letter 
he wanted someone to read to the congregation. CHOICE JONES read a 
letter which I remember was addressed to WILL FERGUSON, and said 
something about thanking FERGUSON for being the first to send in his 
1941 report. I remember that the letter said something about the 
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battle of. tie ‘Pacific. The letter dated January 21,.1941, addressed 
to Mr, WILLIAM A. FERGUSON, Rel, Box 151, Palatka, Fla., which has — 
been showed to me by Special Agents JACK H. BORDEN and HENRY L. BEARDS~ 
LEY; and which I have read, appears to me to be the letter which CHOICE 
JONES read at my church. 


After CHOICE JONES finished reading the letter, FERGUSON got 
up and told the Congregation that he wanted the letter read, so that — 
, we mould know what he was doing. 


Thies statement consisting of two pages has been read to me 
by. Spécial Agent BEARDSLEY, and it is a true statement of the facts. 
I have signed this. statement of my own freewill and I know that it 
may be used against me in a court of law. 


Signed 
sf WILLIAM BUTLER 
Witnessed 7 


/s/ HENRY L. BEARDSLEY, Special Agent 
FBI. 
/s/ SACK H. BORDEN | 
seta Agent F.B.1." 


The signed statenents set out above are being retained in 
the file of the Miami Field Division. 


- ROSA) BOYD advised that she is a member of the Allen Chapel. 
a Methodist Church in Hicksville, Florida, and advised that four or five 
years ago, FERGERSON appeared at the Allen Chapel church and after the 
service requested permission to explain something to the Congregation. She 
said that FERGERSEN started talking to the congregation in words which she 
could not understand and that everyone started laughing and FERGERSON retired. 


She stated that FERGERSEN never reappeared at that church to 
give any talks. ROSA advised that subsequent to this time, her son~in~law, 
ALLEN ADAMS (now deceased), advised her that he had given FERGERSEN her name 
along with his own to be added to the membership roles of the movement. 

ROSA stated that all she knew about the movement was that it had been an 
attempt to organize all of the Negroes who wished to return to Africa and 
that it was her understanding that if such organization was large enough, 
that the Government was going to pay their transportation to Africa. ROSA 
was questioned concerning any pro=Japanese statements which might be made by 
FERGERSEN but advised that she had not heard any such statements. 


ROSA BOYD'S daughter, LOUETHEL ADAMS, widow of ALLEN ADAMS, 
was contacted but advised she knew nothing whatsoever concerning the movement. 
She stated that all the cards which her husband had, including his Social 
Security card, had been destroyed at the time of her husband's death. 
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‘The following persons were contsated and all of them advised 
that they had heard of the movement which FERGERSEN was attempting to organize 
and that they understood the movenent as being an attempt to organize all of 
the Negroes to retarn to Africa. They all advised that they had evidenced no 
interest in the movement and that they had not given FERGERSEN permission to 
use their names as members. All were questioned concerning any. prowJapanese 
statements that might have been made by Subject FERGERSEN but they advised 


EDATATUM 

A. B.\ SMITH 

DEACONSHUNTER = 

“ISAACXALEXANDER | 

PATHMURPHY & WIFE. 

WILLIB' KEMP 
The following persons, eos names appeared in the roll book 

as: menbera, were contacted and each denied having been contacted for the . 

purpose of becoming members and also denied being members. All admitted, 


' however, that they had heard of the. organization second~hand and that they 


kmew FERGERSEN to be the organizer’ in Palatka: 
‘ 
S. B.YBATTLES 


‘WILLIE YEHOMAS *'— 
AGNESYATEXANDER 
‘BILL KIRKLAND | 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agents 
JAMES P. DONOVAN and JOSEPH A. LEHMAN, Jr.: MAJOR BROW, Hicksville, 


Palatka, Florida was interviewed on November al, 1942 at "whieh tine he 
furnished the following statement: 


“Palatio, iis 
November 21, 1942 


. I, seein of Hicksville, Palatka, Florida, do make 
this statement to Special Agents JOSEPH A, ” LEHMAN, Ir. and JAMES F. 
DONOVAN, knowing them.to be Agents of the Federal *Bureay of Investigation. - 
I have been told that I do not have to make any statement and that any. 
Statement made by me may be used against me. I say this of my own free 
will and nobody has promised me anything or made any threats to get me to 
make this statement: 

I heard WILLIAM A, FERGERSON speak at the Mount Carmel Church 
in Toddsville at two different times, The first time that he spoke there 
was in the same week that he received a letter from M. M. L. GORDON from 
Chicago. I have read the date on the letter which he read that day and 
that date is July 16, 1940. I am certain that this letter, which was read 
to me by Special Agent JAMES P. DONOVAN, is the letter which I heard him 
read at the Church. After FERGERSEN hed read the letter he talked to the 
people there and I. remember that he said that this was not the colored 
people's war, because we had no rights to fight for; he ssid we would be 
forced to fight because we were in this country. He read or talked about 
the Ethiopian Peace Movement, and said that the colored people should all 
stick together if we wanted to get back to our native home Africa. He 
mentioned President ROOSEVELT and Senator BILEO and said that the United 
States Government was going to provide a boat to take the negroes back to 
Liberia, Africa, if it did whet the Peace Movement was asking for. 


The next time that I heard WILLIAM A, FERGERSEN speak was in 
the last part of 1941 or in the early part of 1942. He spoke at the church 
_ in Toddsville ani told the people there that this was @ white man's war, 
because the colored people had no rights to fight for. He said this time 
that since we were in this country we had to do what the higher authorities 
said, so We would be forced to fight. He also said that the white people 
‘were afraid because they were losing the war, He also said that it didn't 
make any difference who won this war because after it was all over every 
nation would return back to its old home; I don't know whether this state- 
ment was read by FERGERSEN from a letter or whether he just said it, but. 
I know that I heard him say it. I have been read a letter by Special Agent 
DONOVAN and have read the date on the copy of that letter which date is 
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January 21, 1941. I know that this letter came from the same person who 
wrote the other letters to WILLIAM A, FERGERSEN, and that this is the 
letter that he read at the meeting; the last time he spoke at the Mount 


‘Carmel Church. 


I did not like the Ethiopian Peace Movement, and I had 
nothing to do with it; I was never a member of the Movement and the only 
thing I know about it is what I was told by FERGERSEN in his speeches at 
the Church 4nd in one talk I had with him at his home, 


; This statement has been read’ to me by Special Agent DONOVAN 
and I understand it and everything it says is true. 


/s/ MATOR BROWN 
qeaepeznurntaicenny ae 


Wit nesses: 


JAMES P, DONOVAN, Specie) Agent F. B. I. 
J OSEFH A. LEHMAN , TP, Special Agent F. B. I.” 


WILLIE PATERSON, of Baileysville, Palatka, Florida was’ 
interviewed at this same time, at which time the following signed state= 
ment was obtained: 

j 
"Palatka, Florida 
November 21, 1942 


I, WILLIE \PATERSON, of Baileysville, Palatka, Florida do 
make this statement to WILLIAM GODFREY and JAMES P. DONOVAN, knowing them 
to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, of my own 
free will. I have been told that I do not have to make any statement and 
that any thing I say can be used against me. I have not been threatened 
and nobody has promised me anything to get me to make a statement. 


In the early part of 1942 I heard WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN speak 
at the Mount Carmel Colored Church in Baileysville. At that time he had 
@ letter from a Mrs, GORDON read by a young colored girl who was visiting 
the Church. I don't remember what the letter said but I do know that 


. FERGERSEN in his conversation told the Congregation that this was 4 white 
mén's war, that the colored people had nothing to fight, for end that if the 


Japanese people won the war, the colored people would be free to go back 
to Africa, 


In 1940 I heard FERGERSEN talking to the colored people, 


trying to get them to go back to Africa. In 1939 or 1940 he was selling 


the colored people buttons, for ten cents apiece. 4 
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. I never bought a button, and I do > not know anything about 
‘the Ethiopian Peace Movement. — 


This statement has been read to me by Special Agent DONOVAN 
and ‘4t is true. ‘ ‘ 


/a/ WILLIE PATTERSON 


ame ta 


Witnesses: 


WILLIAM A. GODFREY, Special Agent, F. BI. 
JAMES P. DONOVAN, Special Agent, F.B. I. " 


CHOICE JONES, of East Palatka, Plorida was takesutewad at 
which time he supplied the following signed statement : 


"Palatina, Florida 
November &, 1942 


I, CHOICE JONES, of Bast Palatka, Florida, do make this state- 
ment to JOSEPH Ay LESION, Sr. and JAMES P. DONOVAN, ‘knowing them to be 
Special Agents of the Federe] Bureau of Investigation. I have been told 
that I do.not mve to make any statement and that any thing I say may be 
used against me, No one has threatened me nor has anyone promised me any~ 

' thing to get me to make this statement. 


I am the Secretary of the Woman's Home Mission of the Mount 
Carmel Chureh of Toddsville, Florida, On same Sunday evening within the 
past five months, WILLIAM A. FERGERSEN came to our church and asked that 
someone read same letters to the congregation. The Reverend E, B. DUNCAN 
asked me-to read these letters to the Congregation for Mr. FERGERSEN. I 
read two letters to the Congregation ani after I hed finished reading them > 
FERGERSEN got up and tried to explain them to the people who were there. 
He asked the people to cooperate with him in the back to Africa movement, 
‘and tried to sell them some membership cards and buttons. No one that I 
know of bought any of these cards or buttons. 

| 
.  'T have been shown 4 letter dated June 16, 1942 by Special 

Agents LEHMAN and DONOVAN. That letter is addressed to WILLIAM A, FERGERSEN, 
at Route. 1, Box 217, Palatka, Florida, is signed by M. M. L. GORDON and is 
one of the letters which I read on that Sunday, I have also been shown a 
letter dated January 21, 1941. This letter that I have seen is a copy in 
picture form, That letter was addressed to WILLIAM A, FERGERSEN, Route 1, 
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Box 151, Palatka, Florida, and is signed by M. M. L. GORDON in the letter 
Which I read although the name does not appear on the copy which I have 
seen, I know that the first paragraph was read by me to the people in 
‘the Church, and I believe that this is the other letter which I read 
although I cannot remember the rest of the letter. 


After I finished reading the letters FERGERSEN told the people 
that if they wanted more information they could come to his home and he 
would tell them ab out it..- : 


After this meeting I heard no more about this movement. I 
never joined the movement ani I made no effort to get members. The only 
reason that I read the letters was because I read aetvers in the Church 
when the Reverend DUNCAN asks me to do 80. : 


I have read the above stetenent and it is true. 
/a/ CHOICE JONES 
Witnesses: 


JOSEPH A, LEHMAN, Jr., Special Agent, F. B. I. 
JAMES P. DONOVAN, Special Agent, F. B. I." 


ASIA EARL, of 923 Oak Street, Palatka, Florida, was inter 
viewed at which time he supplied the following signed statement: 


"Palatka, Florida 
November 21, 1942 


I, ASTBYEARL, of 923 oak street, Palatka, Florida, do make — 
this statement to JOSEPH A. LEHMAN, Jr. knowing him to be a Special Agext 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I have been told that I do not 
have to make any statement and that anything I say can be used against me. 
I make this statement of my own free will, and no threats or promises have 
been made to get me to make this statement: I remember talking to WILLIAM 
A, FERGERSEN about 1936 about the Ethiopian Peace Movement. He told me 


that the colored people were working to get back to Africa, It all sounded 


like a dream to me but I told him he could put my name down as a member, 
but I don't remember giving him any money. I never did get a membership 
card, but I understand that I was a member of the movement. I have not 

talked to FERGERSEN or anybody @lise about this. movement since that time. 


i have read the above statement and it is true. 


. /a/ ASIA EARL 
Witnesses: 
JOSEPH A, LEHMAN, Jr., Special Agent, F. B. I. 
JAMES P, DONOVAN, Special Agent, F.°B. I; " 


Ir 
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TO JONES, of Pistol Aliey, Palatka, Florida, was interviewed 


' at which time he gave the following signed statement : 


"Palatka, Florida 
November 23, 1942 © 
I, TaMYTONES, of Pistol Alley, Paletka, Florida, do make this 
statement to JOSEPH A. LEBMAN, Jr., and JAMES P, DONOVAN, Special Agents of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, of my own free will, I have been told 
that I do not have to make any statement and that anything I say can be 
used SeOaneD Me» 


: I am an Elder of the Mount Carmel Church of Toddsville and 
Was present on @ Sunday night this summer when my daughter-in-law CHOICE 
JONES read two letters which were given to her by WILLIAM A. FERCVERSEN, 


I have been read a letter by Special Agent DONOVAN which is 
a copy of one dated January 21, 1941 addressed to WILLIAM A, FERGERSEN, 
Route 1, Box 151, Palatka, Florida. This is one of the letters which was 
read by. my daughter-in-law in the Mount Carmel Church during the summer of 
1942. 


After the letters were read FERGERSEN ected to explein what 
they were about the best he could. He asked the people who were there 
to cooperate in the back to Africa movement, He also said that President 
' ROOSEVELT and Senator BILBO were supporting the movements 
This statement of one page has been read to me and it is true. 
/s/ TOM JONES 
Witnesses: 


JAMES P. DONOVAN, Special Agent, F, B. I. 
JOSEPH A. LEHMAN, Jr., Special Agent, F, B. I." 


The writer and Special Agent JAMES P, DONOVAN interviewed 
‘WILLIAM A. FERGERSON, of Hicksville, Palatka, Florida at which time the 
following additional anes statene nt was obtained: 


"Palatka, Ploride 
November 21, 1942 


I, WILLIAM ASHLEY FERGERSON, make the following statement 
to WILLIAM A, GODFREY, who has identified himself to me as a Special Agent 


a 
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of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I have beon told that I need 
‘not make a statement but I am making this statement of my own free will 
as I wish to tel] the Federal Bureau of Investigation all that I know 
about M, M. L. GORDON and the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. No promises 
or threats were made to me when I was asked to give this statement and 
I realize that this statement may be used against me in court. 


About the first part of 1936 I read an article in the Fittse 

‘burgh Courier, & negro newspaper, this article told about & plan to return 
the negro people to Africa and in the artiele the name of M. M. L. GORDON 
was mentioned. I ws interested in the article and wrote to M. M. L. 
GORDON and she wrote back to me and told me about the Peace Movement of 
Ethiopia and told me to carry on the work and try to get members for the 
Peace Movement. 


About three months after I first wrote to M. M. L. GORDON 
she wrote to me and told me that membership cards would be sent to members 
for ten cents and that membership pins would cost five cents. I bought 
& pin &nd membership card and still have them, I also ordered cards and 
pins for about six other members and sent the money for them to M. M. Le 
GORDON end when the pins and cards arrived I gave them to the members, I 
cannot now remember the names of the members who ordered cards and pins. 
It was not necessary to have a card or pin to be a member of the Peace 
Movement of Ethiopia as membership was free and I simply sent in the 
names. of people who wanted to be. members to M. M. L. GORDON, 4451 S, State 
Street, Chicago and that was all they had to do to join, just give me 
their names, 


I talked to various church groups about Palatka, Floride 
trying to get members, I also talked to people at their homes and all of 
the names I got of people that wanted to be manbers I put in the Role 
Book and I also sent their names toM.M. L. GORDON, Only a few of the 
members ever gave mo money for pins and cards and I think that I have. sent 
_ about one dollar to NM. M. L. GORDON, 


During the summer of 1942 I sent ‘a telegram to M. M. L. GORDON 


at the request of M. M. L. GORDON who wrote a letter to me and asked me to 
send such a telegram which she would send to the President of the United 
States, M. Me Le GORDON told me just what to say and I sent the telegram 
as she requested in her letter to me dated July 20, 1942. The telegram 
read &@s follows: ‘We the members of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia from 
the state of Florida sincerely co-operate with all the rest of the states 
in the union that request the President of the United States to please set 
free 41) black slaves of America and repatriate them to their fetheriens, 
Africa.’ 
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‘In June I received a letter from M. M. L. GORDON dated June 


' 23, 1942 in which she sent me my credentials to represent and establish 


locals of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia wherever I might deem it advisable, 
The credentials were signed by M. M. L. GORDON, President; and ROSIE L. 
GEARRING and were dated February 13, 1942 and marked to be nul): and void 
after February 14, 1943. 


I’ also sent about one setters &@ month to M. M. L. GORDON and 
told her of any new members I had obtained and of the work I was trying 
to do and she sent me about one letter 4 month telling me of the work of .. 
the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and advising me how to carry on the work 
of the Movement. 


Most of the letters which I have received fron M. M. Le 
GORDON I have lost or destroyed but I have 13 letters which I have given © 
to Special Agent WILLIAM A, GODFREY of the Federal Buresu of Investigation. 
I have 4180 given Special] Agent GODFREY my membership pin and my membership 
card which I received from M. M. L. GORDON, this card was received by me 
about 1936, 


A letter dated January 21, 1941 from M. M. L. GORDON was > 
received by me but I have lost it or destroyed it, however I have looked 
at a photo of this letter and I know that it is the same as I received from 
M.M. L. GORDON, the photo is @ picture of the letter which I received and 
the writing in the photo was the same as the letter which I received, The 
picture of the letter was shown to me by Special Agent WILLIAM A. GODFREY 
of the Federal] Bureau of Investigation. 


The letters which I received from M. M. L. GORDON and which 
I have turned over to Special Agent WILLIAM A. GODFREY are dated as follows: 


December 16, 1959; March 2, 1940; March 50, 1940; July 16, 1940; October 1, | 


1940; Juns 16, 1942; July 3, 1942; July 20, 1942; June 23, 1942; July 29, 
1942; August 7, 1942; August 28, 1942; November 7, 1942, 


M. M. Lo GORDON is the leader of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia 


and she advised me what to do in getting the Peace Movement going in 
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Florida, The Role Book which contains 81] of the names of members of the 
Peace Movement which I enlisted in Florida has been given py/£o Special 
Agent WILLIAM A, GODFREY and all of the names in the Role Book have been 
sent into M. M. Le GORDON by me and I sent the names of members into M. M. 
L. GORDON because she told me that 41) names of members must be sent to her. 


I wrote to M. M. L. GORDON and asked her what I wuld do if 
I held a meeting and the police came, M. M. L. GORDON wrote back to me — 
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and said in her letter thet the President of the United States had approved 


‘the Peace Movement of Ethiopie and that it was @ pure movement and that 
if the police came to any meetings I was to show them this letter from her. 


About. two or three years ago M. M. L. GORDON asked me to 
attend © convention of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia to be held at Washing- 
ton, D, C. but I could not go as I did not have the money. I was to go to 


the convent ion and represent Florida. 


‘ All information I have concerning the Peace Movement of 
Ethiopia I have received frém M. M.-L. GORDON and I sent all of my reports 
to her in Chicago. 


I have read the Pore of three pages and it is true. 
/a/ WILLIAM A, FERGERSON 
Witnesses: 


WILLIAM GODFREY, Special] Agent, F. B. I. 
JAMES P, DONOVAN, Special Agent, F. B. rie 


The original of this signed statement set out above is 
being forwarded to the Chicago Field Division with copies of this report. 


The following is a description of J. W. HINES, reported by 
WILLIAM A, FERGERSON to be secretary of subject organization in Palatka, 
Florida: Age, 45; Height, 5°11"; Weight, 140 lbs.; rn dark 
brown; Hair, black; Mustache, black and full. 


_ WILLIE MACK, of 1013 Carr Street, Palatke, Florida, was inter 
viewed by the writer and JAMES P, DONOVAN, et which time the following 
signed statement was ob tained: ; 


"Palatka, Florida 
Nov, 24th, 1942 ~ 


i, WILLIAM MACK of 1013 Carr Street, Paletka, Florida do hereby make the 
following atatement of my own free will to WILLIAM A, GODFREY and JOSEPH 

A, LEHMAN, Jr..knowing them to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of . 
Investigation. I have been told that I do not have to make this statement ; 
and that no threats or promyeee were made to be to eptesn the same, 
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About three or four years ago WILLIAM A. FERGESON of Pelatke 


“came to me and explained that he was starting a movement, here in town, 


for the betterment of the colored people, it was, so he expleined to get 
the colored people to return to Africa, and was supported by Senator. 
BILBO. I became interested and asked him to tell.me more, he said that 
he would give me some books to read on the subject but as yet I have never 
gotten them, I gave him my néme as well as the names of my wife LIZZIE. 
MACK, and my children, ROBERT, NETTIE, INEZ, CEPHAS, HENRATTA and IVIE and 
told him he could put us down as members of. "the movement. I did not pay 
hin any are and did not receive any membership card or buttons. 


I have talked to FERGESON Since this time about the isveiie nk 
but I ao not remember what was said other than he told me he had received 
some letters and that. they reported that the movement was gaining. He was 
going to let me read these letters but as yet I have not seen them. 


- At the time I gave him my name for ‘membership he told me that 
he had been authorized to get all the names of people who were interested 
and by giving him their names they became members even though they did 
not buy membership cards or buttons. . 


ae I have read the above ‘statement consisting of one and a 
half pages and find it to be true and correct and to show that it is I am 
Signing my name, 


/e/ WILLIAM. MACK 


LATER ON SEES emma 


Witnesses: 


WILLIAM A, GODFREY, Special Agent, F. B. I. 


JOSEPH A. LEHMAN, Jr., Special Agent, F. Be I. * 


_. Special Agent. JOSEPH Ay LEEMAN, Sr. and the writer intaerrewad 
LIZZIE FERGERSON, wife of WILLIAM A. FERGERSON, Palatka, Florida and obtained 
the following statement which is set out: 


iets Plorida 
Nov. 24th, 1942 


I, LIZZIE FERGERSON of Palatka, Florida make the following 
statement to WILLIAM Ay GODFREY and JOSEFH A, LEHMAN, Jr. who have made. 
themselves known to me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Invese- 
tigation, I have been advised by Agent GODFREY that I do not have to 
make a statement and that any statement made by me can be used against me 
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‘in court but I desire to make this statement of my own freewill. No 
threats or promises were made to me and I am making this statement so 


that 811° I. know phoay it will be known to the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gations 


A few years ago my husband started writing to M. M. L. 
GORDON in Chicago, Ill, and after he received 4 letter from M. M. Lo 

. GORDON he started to get members for the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, I 
became a member of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia and my husband sent my 
name to M. M. L. GORDON. 


I cannot read nor write but my husband sad: to me many 
letters from M. M. L. GORDON and told me what they were about and also 
what the Peace Movement of Ethiopia was trying to do. The following is 
the purpose of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia as told to me by my husband 
and as told by the letters which he read to me and which letters were 
received by him from M, M. L. GORDON, The Peace Movement was to get all 
the colored people in the United States to go back to Africa. and the 
present war that we are now fighting would end up with the white people 
committing suicide, therefore watch the war in the cast, and that after 
the war was over the colored people would go to Africa. Also in another 
letter from M. M. L. GORDON he read to me, he said that it didn't matter 
who won the war ag after it was 411 over 81) people would go back to their 
nation and that the bleck folks would go to Africa. In another letter 
from M. M. L. GORDON, which my husband read to me, he said that the white 
people in this country were afraid because they were losing the war and 
that because of that it would take some time to get the colored people 
back to Africa. 


, I cannot read nor write and this statement has been read 
to me by Special Agent LEHMAN and it is true and correct and to show this 
I am placing my mark on this ate semen which consists of two and a quarter 


_ pages. 
; Her 
LIZZIE FERGERSON x 
eee Mark 
Witnesses: — 


JOSEPH A. LEHMAN, Jr., Special Agent, F. B. I. 
WILLIAM A. GODFREY, Special Agent, F. B. I. * 


The aforementioned signed statements, with the exception of 
the two signed statements of subject WILLIAM A. FERGERSON, are being | 
retained in the files of the Miami Field Division. 
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The following is a description of WILLIAM A, FERGERSON: 


Age 58 
Born ' Whitehel1, South Ceroline 
August 25, 1886 
Height 5°11" 
Weight 145 lbs. 
Eyes. Dark brown 
Comp] exion Dark brown 
Hair — Black, turning gray 
Musteche Full and black 
. Sears Smell straight scar at edge 
of left eye 
Teeth Lower set gone 
Peculiarities Cheek bones high, . deptecston 
in front of temples 
Relatives Wife, ELIZABETH(FERGERSON, Palatka 


Registered for dreft in Palatka in April 1942 with 
Selective Service Board No. 1. | 


Confidential Infomant T-2 advised the writer that Mrs, G. D. 
WEBB, of 2790 St. Johns Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida, had stated that her 
cook's negro preacher had only recently warned the people in his congregation 
not to listen to representatives of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia, and, — 
further, the cook of Mrs, WEBB has information concerning the existence of 
the Peace Movement of Ethiopia in Jacksonville, Florida, 


Confidential Informant T-3 advi aed that a telegram was sent 
by WILLIAM A, FERGERSON to M. M. L. GORDON, Chicago, on July 20, 1942 and | 
that said telegram was presently in possession of Confidential Informant T-3, 
It is to be noted that this telegram sent on July 20, 1942 by WILLIAM A. 
FERGERSON is the telegram set out in his statement dated November 21, 1942. 


This telegram may be subpoenaed in the event the original is desired. 


The writer has marked for identification the following items 
obtained from WILLIAM A, FERGERSON by placing his. initials thereon: 15 
letters received by WILLIAM A, FERGERSON from M. M. L. GORDON; membership 
card, pin, and roll book of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia; a copy of the 


_ Congressional Record entitled, "Voluntary Resettlement of American Negroes 


in Africa", all of which were furnished to the writer by WILLIAM A. FERGERSON 
and all of which are’ being forwarded to the Chicago Field Division, 
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Qe ee ee ican gaen REE 


ENCLOSURES TO CHICAGO: 


13 letters received by WILLIAM A, FERGERSON 
fron M. M. L. GORDON, Chicago, Illinois 


Membership card, pin, &nd roll book of the 
Peace Movement of Ethiopia, Florida Chapter. 


Copy of a part of the Congressional Record 
entitled, "Voluntary Resettlement of American 
Negroes in Africa", 


Pwo signed statements of WILLIAM A, FERGERSON 


-PENDING- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
THE MIAMI FIELD DIVISION 
At Palatka, Florida 


Will re-contact PAULINE HANKINS to ascertain if she has 
located membership cards of subject organization which she stated were 
formerly in her possession and also to ascertain if she has any additional 
information concerning subject organization. 


Will re-contact WILL rear to ascertain whether he has 
obtained any further information concerning subject organization. It will 
be noted that KENT advised that he would attempt to obtain all possible 
information concerning subject organization. 


At Jacksonville, Florida 


Will attempt to locate J. W. _HINES, reported by WILLIAM A, 


FERGERSON to be secretary of subject opeanizat ion in Palatka, Florida . 
and now located in Jacksonville, Florida, address unknown. 


Will re-interview Mrs, G._D-WEBB, 2790 St. Johne Avenue 
for any information concerning subject organization in Jacksonville, Florida, 
it being noted that Mrs, WEBB's cook is reported to have information con- 
cerning the Peace Movement of Ethiopia. 
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TITLE: ‘PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA; FLORIDA CHAPTER; WILLIAM _ 
‘ASHLEY FERGERSON, was; INTERNAL SECURITY 


S. A. WILLIAM AYERS DODFREY 


DATE: 12/3/h2 : 


ADAMS, ALLEN 
ADAMS, ELLISE 
ADAMS, FRANK | 
ADAMS, JAMES’ 
ADAMS, LOUTHER 

ADAMS, ROSELE 

ADAMS, WILLIE ~--—— 


ALIZANDER, ANER! LEE 
ALIZANDER, ISAAC: _ 


_ ALIZANDER, LILEAR 


ALLEN, MRS. C. Jd. 


BATTLE, OLIS 
BATTLE, S. B. 
BATTLE, SAEMON, JUAN 
BATTLE, THELMA 
BATTLE, VIOLE 

BELL, EDMOND 

BLAIR, SAMIA 

BOYD, ROSA 

BOYD, WESTLEY 

BOYD, WILLIE H. 


BRITS, JAMES 


BROWN, H. 


BROWN, MAJOR 

BUTLER, WILLIAM 
CALDEWELL, EDIES 
CALDEWELL, EDNA MAY 
CALDWELL, JOHN 
CALDWELL, LUDDUE MAY 
CALVIN, G. 

CHARLIS, THERESA 
COPELAND, B. 
COPELAND, BEN 


- COPPOCK, M. B. 


COPPOCK, MAGGIE 
COX, COL. E. S. 


DOUGLAS, BEN 


DUNHAM, ALFORT 
DUNHAM, GRANT 
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DUNHAM, LORDIA 
DUNHAM, LULA 
DUNHAM, MARTHA . 

EARL, ASIA 

EDDIMIS, B. H. BERTHA 
EDDIMIS, JULIS 
EDDIMIS, JUNER 

FACON, JOHN 
FERGERSON, ELIZABETH 
FERGERSON, LIZZIE 


FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE PEACE MOVEMENT 


OF ETHIOPA 
FREEMAN, FEELID 


FREEMAN, WILLIE een 


FREMON, ESTERSTELL 00-0 


FULLOOD, ALFORD 
FULLOOD, FELFHMORE. 
FULLOOD, IVIE 
FULLOOD, SILVIE 
GEARRING, ROSEE L. 
GIBSON, IDA P. 
GIBSON, SYLVETER 
GOODLETT, JAMES 
GORDON, ADDIE 
GORDON, CHINEATER 

GORDON, JESTINER 
GORDON, L. C. 
GORDON, LEROY 
GORDON, LEWIS __ 


MOT LR se , 


GORDON, QUTIASNAY a 


GREEN, EDDNERLEE 
25 HAMITON, CHARLIE 
ae -HAMITON, MARID 
| HAMPSHIRE, ALAS LEE 
HAMPSHIRE, FLORIDA MAY 
HAMPSHIRE, FREAHAMES 
HAMPSHIRE, JAMES 
HANKINS, EVELENA ee 
HANKINS, KAMULE 
HANKINS, KATHRINE 
HANKINS, LOUISE 
HANKINS, MARY 
HANKINS, MILREGE 
HANKINS, NATHANIEL 
“HANKINS, PAULENE 
HANKINS, PAULINE 


HANKINS, WILLIE. 0-2-0. 


HANKINS, WILLIE LEON 
HARREAY, BILL 
HARREAY, CUSMORE 

| HARREAY, IDA 
HARREAY, LESSIE 
HART, J. E. 
HEMMINGWAY, EVELAND 
HEMMINGWAY, HARRY 
HEMMINGWAY, MARVIN 
HICKS, FRANK 
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HINES, SARAH L. 
HOLISTER, FLA 
HOLLIDAY, E. 
HUGGER, ANNE 
HUGGER, CLERIAN 
HUGGER, CLOUTHER 
HUGGER, DARVIS 
HUGGER, JAMES 
HUGGER, ORETIE 
HUGGER, SADAY BELL 
HUGGER, WILLIE D. 
HUNT, H. 

HUNTER, DEECON 
JOHNSON, CHARLEY . 
JOHNSON, MAREN 
JOHNSON, MILES 
JOHNSON, MILTIEMER 


J JOENSON , nn ee 


“JONES, | ‘CHOICE 
JONES, TOM ~ 
JUNNIOR,| E. D. 
KEENKELL, CARRIE 
KEENKELL, JOE So 
KEENKELL, LENORD ~~ 
KEENKELL, ODDESSA 
KEMP, ALICE 


“KEMP, “LEORY - 


KEMP, NANCY 
KEMP, SYLVETER 
KEMP, WILLIAM H. 
KEMP, WELLIE 

KENT, WILLIE 
KERKIN, CLIFFOR? 
KERKIN, HARVIE 
KERKIN, JANNIE 
KIRKLAND, BILL 
KIRKLAND, BLANCH 
KIRKLAND, EARTHER LEE 
KIRKLAND, GEORGE 
KIRKLAND, JOHN 
KIRKLAND, L. G. 
KIRKLAND, RICHDOON 
KIRKLAND, RUTH 


“Ne et 


LANEY Eth 


LOGAN, D. d. 
LOGAN, 5. 
LOGAN, LOTTIE 
LORNCE, TOM 
MACK, CEPHAS 
MACK, HENRATTA 
MACK, INEZE 
MACK, IRNE 
MACK, LIZZIE 


| MACK, NETTIE 


MACK, ROBART 


_ MACK, WILLIAM 


¥ 
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MERRICKS, HATTIE 
MERRICKS, SALLIE 
MILLER, RICHARD 


“MOORE, 
MOORE, 
MOORE, 
MOORE, 
MOORE, 
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MOORE, 


MOORE, .. 


MORE, HENRY 00 


CARLINE 
CRETIT 
FANNIE 
HENRY . 
MAGGIE 
MIAER 


ROBERT eee 


SING BABY 


MORE, HICKS 
MORE, JOKNEY 
MORE, TRADE MAGIE 
MOTHER SMITH 
MOUNT, CHARLEY - 

: MURPHY; PAT | 

eae NORFOLK, JAMES -7"~ 


i. _ NORFORD, 
. “3¢PARNELL, 
PARNELL, 
PARNELL, 

PARNELL, 


JAMES 
ANNIE 
ELONGLEN 
FOREST 
JOHNIE 


PATERSON, WILLIE 
*OLLIVER, -ANNIE 
OLIVER, FRANK 


OLLIVER, 
' OLLIVER, 
OLLIVER, 


INEAS 
J AMES 
LEACEY 
MAGGIE 


ts OLLIVER, 
OLLIVER, MARY 
REDON, HENRY 
REMER 
RIBERTER, JESSIE KEMP 
RICHARDSON, EDDIE 


Be. RICHARDSON, PAUL. 
RICHARDSON , RUTH 

RIVINS, DELIA 
ROCKMORE, J. 
ROSE, FANNY MAY 

| ROSE, IDELA _ 

+ ROSE, MARY" 

| SHOLER, LESS 

SHOLER, ROBERT 

SHOLER, WILLIE 

SMITH, A. Be 

A. B. JR. 

ANNIE ce: 

ROSER 

WILBERLIN 

SMITH, WILLIE 

SURMON, BEN" 2o>- 

TATUM, ED 


MW 39359 Doold:32744655 Page 51 


RICHARDSON, JOHN. ——-~-~"~——~ . 


Se 


24 


14,19,27 
20 


MW 39359 Doold: 32744655 


THOMAS, ALONZ 
THOMAS, WILLIE 
WATS, ANNIE 
WATS, JOE 

WEBB, MRS. G. D, 
WESTON, JOHN 
WER: IWEATHER, W. H. 
WILLIAMS, JOE_ 
WILLIAMS, MAMIE ~ 
WILLIAMS, ROSA 
YOUNG, HORRIS 
YOUNG, SEALER 
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DIRECTOR | | BY bates © ated 
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RAW. PEACE MOVEMENT...TO BIRT PSR ARH ETHIOPIA AKA ETHIOPIAN’ PEACE MOVE- 

| MENT, MADAM MITTIE MAUD LENA-GORDON, WA ETAL - INTERNAL SECURITY Ji, 

| SEDITION. UNITED STATES ATTORNEY ADVISES LABORATORY TECHNICIAN WHO’ 

| EXAMINED SPECIMENS Q FOUR THROUGH Q TWELVE IN INSTANT CASE AS CONTAINED 

| IN LABORATORY REPORT NOVEMER FIFTH, NINETEEN FORTYTWO AND TECHNICIAN WHO 
XAERX EXAMINED SCXXX SPECIMENS Q THIRTEEN THROUGH Q@ SEVENTEEN AS CON- 

| TAINED IN -LAGRXXX LABORATORY REPORT NOVEMBER TWENTYFOURTH, NINETEEN 
FORTYTWO WILL BE A NECESSARY WITNESS IN INSTANT CASE, TRIAL SET FOR TEN 

AM DECEMBER EIGHTH, NINETEEN FORTYTWO IN OLD POST OFFICE BUILDING, BUE . 

REAS XXX BUREAU REQUESTED TO FURNISH NAMES OF WITNESSES. LABORATORY RF- 

QUESTED TO EXPDITE EXAMINATION OF SPECIMENS TRANSMITTED BY MY LETER 


IT WILL BE NCESSARY 10. Hg 
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mae, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation—. _ 


United States Department of Justice 
1300 Biscayne Building 
Miami, Florida 
December 5, 1942 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 
@ 
Re 3, PEACE MOVEMENT TO ETHIOPIA aka 
“Ethiopian Peace Movement 
MITTIE MAUD LENA GORDON with alias 


. | et al; INTERNAL SECURITY - J 


SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to report of Special Agent RICHARD W, 
AXTELL, Chicago, Illinois, dated September 16, 1942, and the letter 
from the Chicago Field Division to the Bureau dated October 29, 1942, 
@ copy of which letter was forwarded to the Miami Field Division. 


The leads sets out in reference letter October 29, 1942 
have been covered by invest igation conducted in the included report 
of Special Agent WIETIAM A, GODFREY, at Miami, Florida, dated December 
3, 1942, and e tled PEACE MOVEMENT OF ETHIOPIA; FLORIDA CHAPTER; 
WILLIAM A YFERGERSON, with aliases; INTERNAL SECURITY - J; SEDITION. 
This investigation of the Florida Chapter is presently pending. However, 
811 leads set up by the Chicago Field Division have been covered by 
the investigation in the enclosed report. The above captioned case is 
being considered as referred upon completion to the office of origin, 
Chicago, Illinois. a. 


Subsequent copies of tne spa of the investigation of 
the Miami Field Division in the case entitled, PEACE MOVEMENT OF 
ETHIOPIA; FLORIDA CHAPTER; WILLIAM AY FERGERSON, will be furnished to 
the Chicago Field Division. 


LINEORMATION COMTAITIED © very tay yours, 
ae mt i ae £4 ray SR TUT 2 ‘ 8 
bye! ah dae OY \4 G Q 
73-96 8'Y SP4-BYAAN i or 
A746000 6 A. P. KITCHIN 


Special Agent in eros 


nee fy Loeb ute SY 


20C: Chicago 


FO ve \, 
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Rol ha Sb Be oe a alt 
S&S AY 
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